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Dr. O WH EF 2 


| Reverend Sir, and much honoured Couſins. 


FT ER my Scatiments of Condolance 
| for the Loſs which you and the Publick 
have ſuſtain'd by the important Providence re- 
ferr'd to in the following Diſcourſe, I cannot 
forbear taking the ſame Opportunity of paying 
my Sentiments of Congratulation, for your hav- 
ing the Hapineſs of deſcending from ſuch an 
excellent Father ; of having ſo long enjoyed the 
Benefit of his wiſe and virtuous Inſtructions, 
his tender Care, and ſhining Example. Such an 
Addreſs may be uncommon ; but then the Oc- 
caſion is ſo too. How many are there not on- 
ly born, but bred like the wild Aſs's Colt, as 
ignorant, and more ſavage? To deſcend from 
a good Stock, 1s therefore juſtly reputed a Bleſ- 
{ing : But to boaſt of a Parent illuſtriouſly great 
and good ; to have his Life and the Vigour of 
his Faculties continued to a good Old Age ; 


and to partake of all the Advantages conſequent 
1 thereupon, 


| 


| thereupon, 


(q 
is one of the firſt-rate 1 of 
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to thoſe L have Ft — train d up in the 


Principles of true Chriſtian Philoſophy and 
divine Wiſdo 
The Diſcou ſe jou have here laid before 
you, was at firſt peach. and is now publiſh'd 
as a Tribute juſtly due to the moſt exalted A- 
bilities and Character, whether conſider'd as In- 
tellectual, Moral or Divine. Cou'd the tender 
Feelings of the human Mind upon the Shock 
of ſuch a Family Affliction, have allow'd Dr. 
Owen's Son to have delineated the Life and 
recommended. the Example of his Father, the 
Compoſition would have appeared with the u- 
ſual Dreſs of all his Diſcourſes, that is, with 
peculiar Beauty, Delicacy and Correctneſs, 

I am conſcious that what follows, cannot 
plead the ſame Advantages ; but as a Teſtimo- 
ny of the fincereſt Reſpect and Eſteem, it begs 
your candid Acceptance. 

That you may inherit the Virtues of your 
Father, and that Dr. Owen may live in all, e- 


ven in his remoteſt Poſteriry, are the moſt 


reſpeaful. Wiſhes of 
5 eee and much honoured, 
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li. Timothy, iv. 7. 8. 


T have fought a good Fight, I have finiſh'd my , 
Courſe, I have kept the Faith, Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which the Lord the righteous Fudge 
ſhall give me at that Day, and not to me on- 
ly, but alſo unto all them that love his ap- 
fearing, 


s the Providence which leads me 
to dwell upon theſe Words, is not 
a peculiar and extraordinary Caſe 
that affects only a few, but is the 
| common Lot and Portion of all, 
N. Subject challenges our moſt ſerious and 8. 
lemn Attention. Young and old, rich and poor, 
the Ignorant and the Learned, the Stateſman 
and the Hero, the Peaſant and the Philoſopher, 
are all equally fure that they muſt die; 
and when Death comes they are all equally 
concerned in its. Iſſue. When Death is the 
Text, where is the Man that can fay, I have 
nothing to do with the Sermon? Inaſmuch then, 
that we are all walking on the Borders of the 
Grave, and within the Suburbs of Immortali- 
ty, is it not a Point of the higheſt Wifdom and 
Importance, ſo to improve the Death of others 


as to be prepar'd for n that when we 
come 


(2) 


come to leave this World, the Language of 


our Diſſolution may be the ſame with the Lan- 
guage of Paul in my Text, I have fought a 
good Fight, &c. | 

In the Context we have Paul's Inſtruftions 
to Timothy as to the Conduct of the Paſtoral 
Charge. The Advice which he gives, he en- 


forces from the Conſideration, that as to him- 


ſelf, he muſt ſhortly deliver up his Life and A- 
oſtleſhip together, and therefore is ſollicitous 
that Timothy ſhould ſupply his Place with Dig- 
nity and Advantage. Hereupon Paul takes a 
Review of his own Deportment as an Apoſtle ; 
and Oh! what a comfortable Review doth it 
yield him, to be able to ſay, as he was ready to 
leave the World, that he had behaved worthily 
in it; I have fought a good Fight, &c. And 
is not this a Matter of rejoycing, when all ſen- 
ſitive Pleaſures forſake me? It ſurely is-- for 
now my Warfare is accompliſh'd ; Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which the Lord the righteous Judge ſhall 
give me at that Day when I appear before him, 
and not to me only, but to all them that love 

his appearing. | 

Paul during the Courſe of his Apoſtleſhip, 
ſuffer'd many ſevere Trials, and endur'd a great 
Fight of Afflictions. Juſtly therefore might he 
repreſent his own Life under the Notion of a 
State of Warfare ; but tho' this was more emi- 
nently his Caſe, tis far from being peculiarly 
his; In diſplaying the Chriſtian Life in ge- 
| neral, 


(3) 
neneral, the ſacred Writings frequently make 
uſe of Military Allluſions. Thus Timothy is 
called upon to endure Hardneſs as a good Soldier 
of Feſus Chriſt. Thus the ſame Apoſtle argues, 
the Weapons of our Warfare are not carnal. 
Thus we are called upon to put on the whole 
Armour of God, and to mention only one 
Text more, is there not à Var fare to Man on 
Earth as Job. vii. 1. may not be improperly 
render'd, and as it is render'd in the Margin 
of our Engliſh Bibles. 

Tho' then the > of my Text be 
accommodated by St. Paul to his own particu- 
lar Caſe, yet may we not with equal Proprie- 
ty, apply the Sentiment couch'd in the Words, 
to all ſuch as finiſh their Courſe well, and 
thro Faith and Patience have inherited the Pro- 
miſe. When theſe are remov'd, may we not 
fay, that their Warfare is accompliſh'd? What- 
ſoever Conflicts or Trials they have met with 
in the preſent State, will not Death put a Pe- 
riod to all their Troubles, and inſtate them in 
the Poſſeſſion of a Crown of immortal and 
immarceſſible Glory? I have fought a good 
Fight, &c. 3 5 E 

As then I now ſtand in the Place of a wor- 
thy Relative, your late moſt worthy and ex- 
cellent Paſtor, whoſe Tongue was Eloquence, 
whoſe Life was Heaven: To improve the ſo- 
lemn Providence which brings me here, my 
preſent Buſineſs ſhall be, 8 

I, To ſhew the State of the Chriſtian in 

"nn 
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this Life, is not improperly deſcrib'd as: a State 
of Warfare. M 10 310 
II. Lay down ſome Confiderations; to i- 
mate us to fight a good Fight, and to bebave 
with becoming Steadineſs and Magnanimicy in 
our Chriſtian Warfare, and F- 

Laſtly, ſum up the Whole with a7 bew Re- 


| flections. 


I. I am to Mete, that the. SiGte: 5 ths 


| Chriſtian in this 15 is not improperty'- def - 


crib'd as a State of Warfare. But to prevent 
our viewing this Matter in a wrong Light, or 
being led into ſuch a Track of Thought as 
may create in us a Diſplicence at — 7g 
or an Arraignment of our heavenly Pather's 
Goodneſo, be it premis d, that ſuch figurative 
Repreſentations as tuis in my Text, cannot be 
intended to imbitter the genuine Pleaſures of 
Life, or to ſpread a Gloom over its Corfiforts. 
Tis not nnofilet for Men of a gloomy Turn 
and of ſtrong Paſſions, | upon every little Ruffle, 
to ſuffer their Imaginations to paint human Life 
in Colours that are extremely unnatural and 
ſhocking. The Pleaſures of Life they have loſt 
the Reliſh of; its Joys they condemn as the 
Offspring of Levity or Inconfideration ; but all 
its Dangers, Diſtreſſes, and Piſappoinements, | 
they improve and aggravate, If they de but 
taſte of the Cup of Affliction, Imagination {wells £ 
it into an unfathomable Ocean of Sorrow. If 


their own Imprudencies expoſe them to Hard- 


„ 


ſhips, or ſubject them to Inconveniences, all 
this 


(5) 


this is laid to the Charge of the Providence of 
God: How common for Men of this 
Caſt to cry out, What an Orphan World do 
we live in? How miſerable our Portion in it ? 
How long, Lord how long 'ere this wretched 
Warfare ſhall be accompliſh'd ? But ſuch peev- 
iſh Outcries as theſe, againſt the preſent State 
of Mankind demonſtrate, not what the World 
is, but, what an Infelicity it is to be govern'd 
by Pride and Caprice, by diſeas'd and tumultu- 
ous Paſſions ; however ſuch Perſons may repre- 
ſent the preſent State (which was far from be- 
ing the Defign of Paul in my Text) as a State 
of Eternal Perplexity and Horror ; however they 
may repreſent the World as a tireſome Pitgri- 
mage, as a tempeſtuous Sea, as a dark or deſo- 
late Wilderneſs, yet it muſt be acknowledg'd, 
*tis our own Vices only, that can render our 
Pilgrimage thro' Life tireſome, *tis the Storms 
of our own Corruptions only, that muſt make 
Life a tempeſtuous Sea; tis our own ſavage 
Paſſions only, that muſt make Life a dark and 

deſolate Wilderneſs. This premiſed, 
1. The State of the Chriſtian in this World 
is not improperly deſcrib'd as a State of War- 
fare, as we have many Enemies in it to en- 
counter with. Look abroad, and have we not 
foreign Enemies that threaten to invade our 
Happineſs, to wound our Peace, and facrifice 
our Comforts? Look at Home, and have we 
not domeſtick Tumults to ſuppreſs, domeſtick 
Foes to combat? What ſhall we ſay to the Pow- 
B ers 
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ers of Darkneſs, to the Prince of the Power of 


the Air, the Spirit that ruleth in the Children 
of Ditbbedience ? We know indeed that he can- 
not hurt a Hair of our Heads without our 
heavenly Father's Permiſſion; but may not his 


Influence be dangerous, tho' not uncontroulable ? 


May not his Dominion be extenſive, tho' not 


abſolute and ſupreme? However, we'll rather 


ſuppoſe, as Revelation hints, that Satan is a con- 
quer'd Adverſary; that the accurſed Spirits of 
Darkneſs are only ſo many Enemies in Chains; 
that tis eaſy to baffle their Malice and triumph 
over their impotent and feeble Rage: Yet js 
there not a deluding and enſnaring World, whoſe 
Temptations we muſt wage War againſt, dur- 
ing our Continuance in it? Doth it not beſiege 
us with its Vanities, attack us with its Frowns, 
or ſometimes ſweetly decoy us into Ruin, with 
its more fatal Smiles? The Luſt of Honour, 
Thirſt of Popularity and Greatneſs, an inordi- 
nate Love of Riches, a ſtrong and ſevere Attach. 
ment to this World, what are theſe but ſo ma- 
ny Weapons of War brandiſh'd abroad for our 
Deſtruction ? Bad Company, looſe and low 
Converſation, the Charms of Pleaſure, wrong 
Ideas of Happineſs, by placing it only in ſenſi- 
tive Gratifications; are not theſe ſo many Am- 
buſtades to Virtue, and is not our Life therefore 
a State of Warfare ? 
Remember then O ye Chriſtians, that tho' in 
a natural Senſe we are fed daily with the Boun- 
ties of Heaven, and partake of its richeſt Bleſſ- 
ings 


- 
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ings, yetin a moral Senſe we dwell in an Ene- 
my's Country. Whilſt you are beſt pleaſed 
with your Situation, whilſt you walk Abroad 
molt unconcern'd, remember that ten thouſand 
Enemies lie in Ambuſh to deſtroy you. . Be 
aflur'd of this, that the World oft imitates the 
Conduct which Judas purſu'd out of Love to 
the World, and betrays thoſe whom it kiſſes. 
| But beſides, have we not other Enemies to 
combat ? Enemies within us, Enemies at Home, 
whoſe Attacks are ſtill more dangerous, and 
whoſe Aſſaults, unleſs vigorouſly repulſed, may 
prove extremely fatal. Is not Vice an Enemy 
within our own Bowels, a wretched treache- 
rous Inmate, that invites foreign Foes to in- 
vade - our Peace, that facilitates their Progreſs, 
improves their Strength, and correſponds fami- 
liarly with them? Is not this the Enemy, that 
poyſons all our Comforts, that corrupts our Du- 
ties, that cauſes all our Hopes and Fears as to 
Futurity to ftagnate ? Yes, Vice is a Poyſon of 
a moſt ſubtle. and infinuating Nature; it ſoon 
ſpreads, and its Contagion becomes ſoon fatal : 
Vice is a Weed of moſt luxuriant Growth; un- 
leſs it be rooted up early, who can obſtruct or 
check it? Vice is a Current, whoſe Stream may 
for a while 'glide ſmoothly: and gently along, 
yet will at laſt inevitably fink us into the Vir. 
fools of Deſtruction. Vice is a Spark which 
when once kindled, will burn with outrageous 
Fury; and unleſs ſoon extinguiſh'd, will con- 
lume us with its devouring Flame. We have 
B 2 Paſſions 


(68) 
Paſſions within us, that like Rivers of Water, 
when once they break thro' their Bounds, rage 
with relentleſs Fury : We have Paſſions that are 
as ungovernable as ks Wild-Beaſts of the Fo- 
reſt, and oft more ſavage than they: We have 
Paſſions which if once indulg'd beyond Meaſure, 
will raiſe Hurricanes and Tempeſis within our 
own Breaſts, more dreadful than thoſe, which 
in the World of Nature, rend the Bowels of the 
Earth, or ſpread a Gloom over the F ace of the 
Heavens! 
Behold here as in a Glaſs, what Neceſlity 
there | is, O my Soul! that thou ſhouldſt be 
arm'd againſt thy own Luſts; and that thou 
ſhouldſt watch againſt all the Inroads of Temp- 
tation, In Youth how becoming to watch a- 
gainſt Senſudlity and Raſhmeſs ; amidſt the De- 
| —_ of Age, watch againſt Avarice, Peev- 
tſbneſs, and wncharitable Cenſure ; in Profperi ty 
watch againſt Pride and Superciliouſneſs ; in Ad- 
verſity watch againſt a murmuring 4 /contented 
Spirit. Are you ahne watch over your own 
Soul ; are you in Company watch againſt foreign 
Invaſions 3 in Bufineſs watch againſt the Cares 
of Life; in Relaxation from Buſineſs, watch a- 
gainſt its Pleaſures and Diverfions. Where- - 
ver we are, let us not forget that we are with- 
in reach of the Enemy : Whateyer State we are 
in, let us keep it in our Minds that it is but a 
State of Warfare. 5 
2. The preſent State when deſcrib d as a 
State of Warfare et us ta conſider it as a 
5 State 
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the laſt Enemy; no 
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State of perpetual Change. The Military Man 


has no ſettled Habitation; whilſt he is in Ser- 


vice he has no Reſt; Fa ſee him either march- 
ing in Purſuit of the 


nemy, charging him in 
Battle, or keeping a watchful Eys on his Mo- 
tions, and when he retires out of the Field, tis 
not long that he ſtays in his Quarters. 
How juſt an Image of Human Life? Here 
we are in an unſettled State; here we have no 
continuing City. Are we not inceſſantly mov- 
ing towards another World, whatever we are 
doing, are we not ſtill preſſing forward towards 
the Grave? And muſt we not in a few Days 
combat Hand to Hand with the laſt Enemy, 
with that dreadful Enemy Death? Whatever 
Poſſeſſions we enjoy, whatever pleaſureable Ac- 
commodations may invite our ſtay in this State; 
yet there is no halting till we have encounter'd 
| 12 barge from this Mar; 
forward we muſt go--whilft we are amuſing our- 
ſelves with the gay Pleaſantries of Life, ſhall 
we forget that we are every Day drawing near- 
er towards the gloomy Field of Battle; whilſt 
we give way to all manner of Riotings and Ex- 
ceſſes, ſhall we not call to Mind how ſoon we 


may be numbred amongſt the /aughtered Hoſts 


of Deſtruction ? 

Life what is it, but a Sun that ſoon ſets ; a Lamp 
that every Blaſt of Wind affects, and muſt ſoon 
be extinguiſhed; a Vapour that ſoon flies; a 
Poſt that ſoon arrives at the End of his Stage ; 


a Span that is ſoon meaſur'd; a Dream that is 


Not 


(10) 
not ſo ſoon told as gone; a Shadow that vaniſh- 


eth, when you are moſt eager in the Chace ? 
The brilliant Bubble how ſoon may it break ; 


the gay Flower how ſoon may it be blaſted ; 


the feeble Structure how ſoon may it fall; and 
even the ſtrong City when beſieg'd from the 
Camps of Death, how ſoon may it be taken ? 
One, whilſt he's ballancing his Accounts in his 
Shop, is ſuddenly removed to adjuſt his Ac- 
counts with Heayen ! Another whilſt he tra- 
verſes his Fields, is ſnatched away in a Moment 
and . carried to immortal Regions! Another is 
entertaining his Friends, when lo! Death ſteps 

in as an uninvited Gueſt, and fits at the Head 
of the Table! A Fourth retires to Reſt, and 
the next Tydings we hear 1 is, that he has ſlept 

in Jeſus. 

. The Idea given in 1 my Text, of Human 
Life as a State of Warfare leads us to conſider 
it as a State of Troubles and of Dangers. Are 
not Soldiers frequently expos'd to the moſt immi- 
nent Dangers? Do they not dwell continually 
In the Territories of Death ? They know not 
one Hour what Service they may be call'd to 
in the next; the Orders they receive to Day 
may be countermanded to-morrow. 

And is not this a lively Emblem of our mo- 
ral Warfare. What is Human Life but a Scene 
of Troubles and of Trials; but at the ſame 
Time variegated with ſo many Joys, checquer d 
with ſo many gladſom Reliſhes, that we have 
no Reaſon to repine at our Portion. We en- 


Joy 
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joy ſo many good Things here, as ſhould make 
our Pilgrimage comfortable and eaſy ; but with- 
al are expos'd to ſo many Afflictions, as plain- 
ly beſpeaks that we ſhould ſeek after another He- 
ritage ; and that This was never intended as the 
Place of our Reſt. Do not the darkeſt Clouds 
ſometimes ariſe, where we expected the bright 
eſt Day? In thoſe Stages where we- promis'd 
ourſelves a glorious Calm, are we not oft ſur- 
rounded with Storms and Tempeſts? Tho' our 
Days are but few, are not our Troubles many ? 
Many Troubles in a few Days! Man, faith the 
inſpired Writer, is born to Trouble as the Spark 
flyeth upwards : Tis his Birthright, his Inhe- 
ritance, an Inheritance that cannot be taken a- 
way from him : Some ate born to Eſtates, ſome 
to Titles and Honours, ſome to rule Nations; 
ſome to ſubdue them, but all are born to Trouble. 

We are apt to flatter ourſelves, that in ſuch 
a Scene, or in ſuch a Station, we may enjo 
an uninterrupted Happineſs ; like Children that 
imagine, that if they can riſe the Summit of 
the next Hill, they may graſp the Heavens ; but 
like them too when we reach thither, are we 
not as much diſappointed as ever ? Wou'd you 
ſee the Man that never eat of the Bread of Af- 
fliction, never drank of the Cup of Sorrow, ſee 
him you may---but ot in tbis State, you mult 
wait till you arrive at the World of Glory. 

4. As our preſent State is a State of Warfare 
Chriſtianity has furniſh'd us with all /aztable 
Armour for it. From what has been already 


urg'd, 


| (12) 

ured, is it not evident, that our Hearts have 
as much Need of à ſacred Jealouſy to be main- 
tained over them, as in the Day of Battle our 1 
Heads have of a Helmet? Our Souls ſtand as 7 


much in Need of a Shield from Temptation, as : 
our Breaſts do of a Buekler? And doth not 3 


to combat our Luſts, and govern our Paſſions ? 
Doth it not call upon us to refiſt the firſt On- 
ſets of Temptation? To keep us out of the Terri- 
fories of Vice, doth it not forbid our walking 
in its' Borders ? To preſerve us from Ruin, doth 
it not ſound an Alarm of Danger, whenever 

ve tread in the Suburbs of Deſtruction ? Human 
Laus can only take Cognizance of our external 
Conduct, but Chriſtianity ſearches our Hearts 
and regulates all our Affections: So far is it from 
dictating Hurt to our Neighbour, that it com- 
mands'us never to hate him: So far from de- 
frauding or robbing him of his Right, that we 
ſhould never covet his Poſſeſſions. 

And is not the Practice of our Duty, en- 
fore d in the Chriſtian Scheme by the nobleſt 
Motives, and the moſt awful Sanctions? Are 

not the Amiableneſs and Excellency of Religion, 
the Dignity of our Nature, the Worth of our 
Souls laid open before us? Are we not taught 
the dreadful Conſequendes of forfeiting the Fa- 
vour of the Deity, and kindling a Hell within 
our own Boſoms ? Are not the Joys of Heaven, 
the Terrors of the Lord, the Artillery of Di- 
vine Vengeance all difplay'd open to our View? 
a | culated 
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And do not theſe fortify againſt every Temp- 
tation? Are not /ome of theſe Conſiderations cal- 
culated to render us compos'd and intrepid a» 
midſt Dangers, to bear us up amidſt all the 
Wrecks of Fortune, to break the Force of 
the raging Waves and Billows of Affliction, 
and convert all their Fury into an empty Foam ? 
Ves ſurely ; Religion, the divine Religion of 
Feſus, and that only, can inſpire us with true 


Magnanimity in our Chriſtian Warfare. He 


who knows that he has Omnipotence for his 
Enemy, and all the Powers of Heaven joined 


in a Confederacy againſt him, how diſturb'd and 


diſtracted muſt his Soul be in every Scene! Will 
not all the Meſſengers of Affliction appear to 
him, as ſo many Arrows of Almighty Venge- 
ance? Will not ell the painful Calamities of 
Earth appear as the Thunderbolts of the God of 
Heaven ? Will he not be like the troubled Sea 
that is never at reſt? If Tempeſts ceaſe to rage, 
if Storms are appeas'd, doth it not caſt forth 
Mire and Dirt out of its own Bowels ? 

But the Armour of God, is it not an Armour 
that renders the Soul invulnerable, expos'dneither 
to the Attacks of Guilt, nor Wounds of Con- 
ſcience! What has he to dread from Earth and 
Heaven, and the Powers of both; who is be- 
friended by the God who made them? Knows 
he not that his Affairs are ander the Direction 
of inſinite Wiſdom, that they are conducted by 


infinite Goodneſs, and that infinite Power fits at 


the Helm of Adminiſtration ? Tho' then the 
Fight he engapes in ſhould be deſperate, yet if 
C | he 
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he maintains his Gronnd, Triumph ſhall attend 


him! Tho' he ſteers in a tempeſtuous Sea, 


there is a ſafe Haven before him! And will 
not theſe Conſiderations be to the religious Man 
as the Ark was of old to Noah, an Antidote 
1 all ſurrounding Calamities; a Refuge 
rom the ſwelling Floods of Affliction, from 
dark and devouring Tempeſts: When all o- 
ther Supports fail, will not thoſe deriv'd from 
above, up the Soul even amidſt the Storm 
of Nature and Jreck of Worlds I proceed then, 
II. To lay down ſome Conſiderations to a- 
nimate us to fight a good Fight, and to behave 
with becoming Steadinefs and Fortitude in our 
Chriſtian Warfare. And 
1. Tis a good Cauſe that we fight for. 
That Valour which ariſes only from a Violen- 
Ferment of Blood and Spirits, is oft raſh, oft 
ungovernable and reſtive; and conſequently 
may prove to be but of little Uſe when moſt 
we 4. up its Aſſiſtance. But when our Forti- 
tude is founded upon rational Principles, will 
it not be cool and temperate in itſelf, attentive 
to the Commands of Reaſon, deliberate in form- 
ing Schemes, but Active and Alert in the Ex- 
ecution of them? And what can inſpire us 
with ſuch Fortitude as this, if not the Good- 
neſs of the Cauſe in which we are embark'd? 
What was it that enabled Pau to plead his 
Cauſe with ſo much Dignity and Compoſure 
of Spirit, before his Incens d Adverſaries, dut 


his having liv'd in all 
good Conference to tbat Day. Ads wii. 1. 
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And ſhall not the Chriſtian fight boldly, fight 
reſolutely, when he conſiders that it is a good 
Fight that he is engag'd in? Fellow Chriſttans, 
in this holy Warfare we are not call'd upon to 
invade the Liberties of Others, but to preſerve 
our Own; we fight to preſerve Ourſelves from 
the Vaſſalage of Sin, from being made the 
Bondflaves of Deſtruction. We fight ——not 
to gratify the Luſt of Pride and Ambition, — 
not to dethrone Reaſon and give the Sovereignty 
to lawleſs and turbulent Paſſions, but we fight 
to ſecure Peace and Equanimity in our own 
Minds. We fight againſt thoſe Enemies that 
facrifice our Innocence, wound our Conſcien- 
ces, debaſe our Nature, and deſtroy our Souls, 
We fight not againſt Law, againſt Liberty, a- 
gainſt wiſe and equitable Government, but a- 
gainſt Traytors and Tyrants; we fight againſt 
Vice, which is a Traytor to our Happineſs. We 
fight againſt our Tyrant Luſts and Corruptions, 
Let the wicked be haunted with his own Guilt, 
let him flee beforeit, whenno other Enemy pur- 
ſues him; but ſhall not the righteous be bold as 
the Lyon, when he is engag'd in Combat with 

the Powers of Hell and Darkneſs? Shall it not 

inſpire us with a ſacred Magnanimity when we 


conſider the Importance of the Combat that 
our future all is at Stake; that if we are baffled 


we are undone ; if we are conquered, we are ir- 
retrievably ruin'd and loſt for Ever! 

What Folly, nay what Perfection of Madne/; 
is it, to negle& the one Thing neceſſary ; to 
live as if we had no Souls to ſave ; no Eternity 
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8 Prepare for; no Judgment Day to expect; no 

appineſs beyond the Grave to ſecure. If our 
Bodies are indiſpos'd, do we not forthwith call 
in the Aids of the Phyſician ? If our Title to an 
Eftate be doubtful, do we not ſpeedily apply for 
Council? And ſhall we ſuffer our precious Souls 
to periſh, for want of attending to the Duties in- 
cumbent upon us in this State of Warfare ? Have 
you any Value for your immortal Nature? Shall 

our Enemies be awake, whilſt you are aſleep ?- 

y no means--If you wou'd not be miſerable for- 
ever, ſtrive, ſtrive for Victory and Triumph! Is 
not ſuch a Victory over Hell and Vice worth 
ſtriving to obtain? Is not ſuch a Happineſs as 
that of the upper World, worth ſtriving to ſe- 


cure? Is not ſuch a Deſtruction as purſues the 


wicked, worth ftriving to eſcape? Is it not 
worth ſtriving to have the Fountain of all Be- 
ing and Bleſſedneſs for our eternal Friend, and 
his Favour for our eternal Portion ? Which leads 
me to obſerve, 

2. The Prize that we fight for ſhould in- 
ſpire us with the utmoſt Steadineſs and Fortitude 
in our Chriſtian Warfare. What is it that we 
fight for? *Tis no leſs than for a Crown and 
a Kingdom. We fight not for fading Honours ; 
not for withering Gourds ; not for tranſitory Joys 


for a Crown of unfading Glory. 

As to earthly Crowns, do we not generally 
find that they are wreath'd with Perplexity 
and lin'd with Thorns? In the Kingdoms of 
this World, few Perſons are expos'd to ſo ma- 

| by 


and Pleaſures; but for a Heavenly Kingdom, 
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ny Difficulties and Dangers, as the Monarchs 
who rule them: But ſo fight as to ſecure yon 
Heavenly Crown that is before us, and when 
once in Poſſeſſion of it, ſhall there not be an 
eternal Period put to all the Evils we now 
dread or deprecate? No Violence or Injuſtice 
ſhall dwell within the Gates of the Kingdom. 
The Crown we ſhall wear, will be a Crown 
of everlaſting Righteouſneſs. Our Natures 
ſhall be cloathed ell their original Rectitude; 
our Faculties enlarg'd ; our Underſtandings en- 
lighten'd; the Clouds of Darkneſs that now 
hang over them, ſhall be diſſipated and done 
for ever away. In yon glor:ous Kingdom the 
Myſteries of Providence ſhall be unveil'd; the 
Depravity of our Wills ſhall be healed ; the 
Perverſeneſs of our Aﬀections rectify'd ; our 
Virtues ſhall be refin'd and pertect, our Graces 
and our Knowledge ſhall be improving for 
ever. Sin, the Parent of all our Afflictions, 
the fruitful Nurſery of all Evils, ſhall find no 
Acceſs there, conſequently all Sorrow ſhall 
ceaſe; no Wars nor rumours of Wars to diſturb 
the Peace of the Kingdom. None of the 
Convulſions of Empire; none of the Deſola- 
tions of the Sword, ſhall follow or attend us 
there : How raviſhing will be the Voice that 
ſays to the good Man when he has fought his 
Fight, and finiſh'd his Courſe, enter thou into 
the Foy of thy Lord! | 
For ever to dwell in the W Preſence 
of God ; for ever to be making Improvements 


in Wiſdom and in Goodneſs ; for ever to be a- 
dorin g 


(8 
doring and celebrating the Almighty's Perfec- 


tions; for ever to be aſſimilating ourſelves to 


his moral Image, to drink of the Rivers of in- 
tellectual and moral Pleaſures for ever, Oh how 


tranſporting the Scene! What Tongue can ex- 
reſs, or what Heart conceive, the full Extent 


and Perfection of the Ineffable Glory? Earthly 


Crowns we ſometimes ſee earn d with Infamy, 


and, perhaps, too wore with the ſame Infamy 


that earn'd them; but the Heavenly Crown is 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs. As to thoſe who 
wear it, with what Luſtre ſhall they ſhine in 
the Firmament of Glory for ever and ever ? 
Now the beſt of men are ſometimes expos'd to 
Obloquy and Reproaches, but hereafter 20e ſe 
ſhall be wip'd off, or rather hereafter ſhall not 
theſe appear as ſo many Diadems of Honour? 
Thoſe who have fought a good Fight, and fi- 

niſh'd their Courſe well, whatever their preſent 
Rank or Diſtinction be, ſhall they not be ex- 
alted to the Dignity of Kings, (tho' it be the 
Language of Inſpiration it would afford Matter 
for a great deal of low and flupid Drollery, 
ſhould I add) and of Prieſts in the Kingdom of 
God]; but as the Times go, Buffoonry is Wit, 
and Infidelify Religion. 

Again, earthly Crowns are but a fading In- 
heritance ; but the Crown of Glory we are call'd 
upon to fight for, is a Crown that never fades, 
The Treaſures of this Life, are they not all tran- 
fient and periſhing Poſſeſſions? Its Joys, are they 


not of ſhort and momentary Duration? But is 


there not reſery'd to him that finiſhes his Courſe 
; | | well 
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well, an Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that never fadeth away? When Riches for- 
ſake us; when all the Enjoyments of this World 
prove to be ſo many broken Reeds that can ad- 
miniſter no Support or Satisfaction, has not 
the good Man immortal Treaſures —— Trea- 
ſures that Moth cannot corrupt, that Time can- 
not impair, that Thieves cannot break thro? and 
ſteal ! Are not his Comforts ever freſh? And 
is not the Fountain from whence he draws them 
inexhauſtible? And Oh! what a comfortable 
Scene mult it be, when we are divorc'd from 
all the Poſſeſſions of this World; when Wealth 
flies, when Riches forſake us; what a comfort- 
able Scene muſt it then be, to have an enduring 
Subſtance to truſt to, that will never blaſt our 
Expectations, never diſappoint our Hopes ? 

And ſhall not ſuch a Crown as this, animate 
us with Fortitude in our Chriſtian Warfare, in 
order to win and wear it? 

Amidſt the Civil Wars of the Roman Common- 
. wealth, when Cæſar was marching with his 
Army towards Rome, Intelligence being brought 
him, that the Senate and the People were fly- 
ing from it; they that will zot fight for this 
City, ſays the Hero, what will they fight for? 
But how much more juſtly may we ſay, They 
that will not exert themſelves in good Earneſt 
to obtain an eternal Inheritance, an incorruptible 
Crown; what is there beſides in the whole 
World that can deſerve their Care and Attenti- 
on ? What baſe and daſtardly Souls muſt thoſe 
be, that will not fight for a Crown of everlaſt- 
ing Righteouſteſs ? | Earthly 
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Earthly Crowns may be poſſeſs d, without 
yielding any genuine Comfort to thoſe who en- 
joy and wear them. The Monarch may be 
ty'd dewn to the Society of Perſons he 3 
or to the Maxims of State which are his A- 
verſion, ſo as to proſtitute the Monarch into a 
Slave : But the Crown of Glory that is before 
us, what Freedom doth it not promiſe ? What 
Joys will it not inſpire? And what Triumphs 
will it not yield? Tis a Crown that will be 
bequeath'd upon all thoſe who love the Appear- 
ing of the Lord Feſus : And O! what a glo- 
rious Aſſembiy will there be found in the up- 
per World, when good Men of all Ages and 
Countries, of all Parties and Perſwaſions, of 
all Degrees and Diſtinctions, ſhall wear the 
unfading Crown, ſhall enjoy a Felicity ade- 
quate to their Nature, and. that will run pa- 
rallel with an Eternity of Exiſtence | How ra- 
wiſhing and ſublime the Pleaſure, to join the 
celeſtial Choir, the Spirits of juft Afen made 
perfect, the general Aſſembly of the Firſt-born, 
to join them in contemplating the Immenſity of 
God's Works and Love, the Wonders of his 
Providence and Grace ; to have a perfect View 
of the Plan of God's moral Government; to 
ſee how wiſe, how fitting, how good all thoſe 
Diſpenſations, which we now count its myſte- 
rious Paths; to view the znfinzte Diverſity of 
Creatures, in the Scale of Beings ; and, perhaps 
be made acquainted with Myriads of Worlds, 
to which we are now ſtrangers! In all theſe 
teſpects, the very — Inſpires with rap- 
true! 
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ture ! To adore in Concert the Wiſdom, the 
Power and the Goodneſs of the great Creator; 
how mnobly great and awful the Pleaſure! To 


join with the wiſeſt and the beſt Characters of 


all Ages, with Perſons of the firſt Rank and Fi- 
gure in the Court of Heaven; to aſſociate with 
kind benevolent Spirits, whoſe Virtues have no 
Shade or Alloy, with the Friends not of Party, 
but of Piety; not of a Faction, but of Man- 
kind ; to aſſociate with all thoſe who now ex- 
pect and wait for the appearing of the Lord 


Jeſus; How-——- what ſhall I fay—— bow un- 


utterably glorious the Scene ! 

Suffer me then, to addreſs you the Chil- 
dren of this World; deceive not yourſelves 
with the vain Preſumption, that you are to 


wear the Name of Religion only as an Amu- 


let, or a Charm; and that this will be ſufficient 
to chaſe away your moral Maladies ; — it will 
never do, No. Crown without fighting, What 
Enterprize of Importance can a Man engage 
{ucceſsfully in, without cloſe and ſevere Appli- 
cation? The Man of Buſineſs, will he not 
drudge and toil for the Acquiſition of Riches ? 
The Mariner, doth. he not expoſe himſelf to 
the Rage of Storms and Tempeſts, for the ſake 
of Treaſures that are as fluctuating as the very 
Waves of the Sea, upon which be earns them? 
The Man of Science, will he not ſacrifice Eaſe 
Pleaſure and Reſt, will he not keep his Facul- 
ties on the Stretch in order to inveſtigate dark 
and hidden Truths? And ſhall not the Chriſlian 
put on the whole Armour of God and behave as 

+tor | "I _— 
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a good Soldier of Jeſus Cbriſt, when he fights 
for a Kingdom? A Kingdom, not like Th 
Kingdoms of this World, ſubje& to the Deſo- 
lations of War, Earthquakes and Famine; not 
expos'd to Treaſons and Tumalts in the State, : 
to corrupt Management and Male-Adminiſtra- 4 
tion; not liable to Changes and Convulſions : 
within its own Bowels ; not ſubject to any fo- 
reign Invaſions or domeſtic Strife; but the 
Kingdom of Heaven, a Kingdom of Peace, 
ee ove and Joy; a Kingdom where per- 
anquility and perfect Righteouſneſs 
 reigneth for ever and ever! 

Look into the Nations around you; fee 
what Dangers and Diſtreſſes Men will ſtrug- 
gle with, for the ſake of Temporal Power and 
Dominion : What Deluges of Blood will not 
Men wade thro' ; what Deluges of Treaſure 
will they not expend; what Hardſhips will 
they not alpin, what Fields will they not 
bleed in, for the ſake of a Fttle dying Empire! 
See how many thouſands of Men fell Vic- 
tims to the Ambition of a Single Tyrant ! 
See how many ten thouſands periſh in the ö 
Field of Battle What pompous Havock of Man- 1 
kind! What magnificent Murders and dreadful | 
Devaſtations, are committed in the World for 
the ſake of Crowns, that coſt the Poſſeſſors all 3 
the Eaſe and the Comforts of Life, and fome- _ 
times even the Heads that wear them! And 7 
ſhall not their ixnoble Fortitude, their wretched - : 


and depentrate Ambition, ii nſpire | us with a tru- l 
ly Chriftian Ie" and engage us to 
fight ws 
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fight with Ardour and Reſolution, for a Prize 
worth ſecuring! For a Crown of everlaſting 
FF bteoujneſs ! Is it not worth our while, not 
> to be vigorous and active, but to exert our 
whole Strength; not only to exert our whole 
Strength, but to employ all our Vigilance and 
Circumppettion ; and not only to employ all our 
Vigilance and Circumſpection, but likewiſe to 
expoſe ourſelves to the greateſt Hardſhips; and 
"85 00 upon, to the moſt imminent Dangers 
r the fake of obtaining ſuch a Crown and 


Evil One, who will flatter them in Proſperity, 


attend to our Duty as Chriſtians, and fight "the 
gnod, Fight of Faitb, is not Chrift our Leadet? Ts 


 Wou'd he, that is in a State of Warfare, de- 
fire to be under the Direction of a Comman- 
rat c 
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der diſtin guiſh'd 4 Humanity and Compaſ- 
fon ? And has not the Lord Feſus, a Fellow - 
feeling with us in all our Infirmities; knoweth 
he not our Frame? Remembers he not that we are 


Duſt? And is he not ever ready to make the 


moſt gracious and merciful Allowances, for the 
Weakneſſes of the human Nature? What an 
Encouragement is -it to us, in our great Lord 
and Lawgiver's Service, that tho' his Eyes are 
quick to behold, yet they are not ſevere to mark 


wherein we do amiſs; that inſtead of 7:gorouſly 


executing Judgment, he is /ow to Wrath and 
guick to pardon ; that he is ſo far fiom impo- 


{ing a ſevere and arbitrary Service, ſo far from 
exacting Impoſſibilities, and requiring Brick 


where he gave no Straw, that on the other 
Hand, he accepts the Sincerity of Obedience, 


where the Perfection of it is wanting; and is ever 
more ready to for give than to aggravate, to pars 
don than to puniſohumanFrailty andlmperfection. 


When therefore we are call'd upon to the 


Chriſtian Warfare, let us not be dilmay'd from 
dur Duty, by any dark and gloomy Repreſen- 
tations of Religion ; we are not call'd upon to 


an impracticable Service: We are not call'd to 


bow our Necks to the Yoke of a cruel T, 2 maſ- 


ter: We are not called to fight the Battles of 
a Tyrant, but to put ourſelves under the Con- 


duct of a moſt kind and benevolent Redeemer. 


Ie it defireable in a State of Warfare to have 
Power in our behalf? But, has not the Lord 


Jeſus an Omnipotent Arm? Is not he cloath- 


ed with Majeſty and Power, and able to w— 
cat 


= 
feat all the Hoſts of both Worlds that form an 
Inſurrection againſt Virtue and Heaven? When 
he appears. in Judgment, will not the great 
Ones of the Earth tremble, ery to the Rocks to 
Fall upon and the Mountains to cover them? Ts 
not te Son of God, engag'd in his Father's 
Service? And doth not the moſt high God, pre- 
fide over univerſal Nature ? Are not all the Na- 


tions of the Earth as the Drop of a Bucket, - or 


28 the ſmall Duſt of the Ballance before | kn? 
Cannot he do whatſoever. he pleaſeth in Hea- 


ven, in Earth, in the Seas, and in all .the deep 


Places? Is not he the King of old that' worketb 
Salvation, who is alone able either to ſave or 
deſtroy, who has harden'd himſelf. againſt him 
and proſper d? Is not the Redeemer, in whom 
Chriſtians truſt, able to heal all their Maladies, 
to ſupply all their Wants, to aſſiſt all their 
Weakneſſes, and to remove all their Complaints 


and Sorrows? Is he not able to ſupport them 
under all their Trials, and to bring them all 


to a happy Iſſue? Has not he ſubdu'd the worſt 
Enemies of our Nature, and ob: ain'd a Con- 
queſt over Hell and the Grave? By ſubduing 


Death, has he not likewiſe taught us how to 
obtain the Victory over it? Shall we not thro' 


him, be able to ſay with an undaunted Confi- 


5 dence, O Death where is thy Sting? O Grave 


where 1s thy Victory? Thanks be to God thro 


Fejus Cbriſt who has made the Victory ours! 


And ſhall it not encourage us, to fight a good 
Fight, to finiſh our Courſe well, when we con- 


fider that the Lord Tefus is the Captain of our 


Salvation 
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(13) 
Salvation, who was in all Things tried and tempt- 
ed as we are, only without Sin; that he is the 
Captain of our Salvation, who has obtain'd a 
ueſt over the Powers of Hell and Dark- 
neſs, triumph'd over the Grave, and deſpoil'd 
Death of its Terrors? Why ſhould we be diſ- 
may d or dejected in our Warfare, when we 


have no Enemies to engage with, but thoſe o- 


ver whom Chriſt has been victorious : When 


we have no Adverſaries to combat, but thoſe 


whom our great Lord and Captain has ſubdu'd 


| already: When we are aſſur d, that he under 


whoſe Banner we fight, is the Lord of Univer- 


al Nature, and has the Command aflign'd to 


Him of all the Powers. both of Earth and Heaven? 

But if other Confiderations ſhou'd, fail of their 
proper Weight, ſhould not even Gratitude, ex- 
cite us to acquit ourſelves worthily in our Chrif- 
tian Warfare? Shall it be a Thing of  Indiffe- 
reney to us, whether we fight u good Fight.; 
when” Feju fought ſo hbrd, —_ d himſelf 
to ſo m Difenltie and Sufferings, to ſo ma- 
ny Trials and Tortures, to ſo many Dangers and 
Deaths for our Happineſs and Salvation? Did 
not he ſubmit to aſſume our Nature, to be 
cloath'd with Fleſh, to be expos'd to all the in- 
nocent Infirmities of human Life, to die like a 
Man, to die like a Male factor; nay, even to die 
like a Slave, to be mock' d, buffeted and ſcourg'd 


by his Enemies, to be forſaken by his Friends, 


to be expos'd to the Malice of the eus, the 
Rage of the Romans; to be left friendleſs, 55 


gry and naked, nay, even to expire on a Croſs? 
Di 


„„ 
Did he not weep Tears of Blood, nay did he not 
even facrifice his own Blood, his own Life for 
our ſake, and ſhall we make no grateful Return? 
Shall we not devote or Lives to his Service, 
who facrific'd his own for us ? Shall we not fol- 
low the Example of our great Lord andCaprain ? 
4. Another Conſideration that ſhould ani- 
mate us to Steadineſs and Fortitude in our 
Chriſtian Warfare is, that our Conflicts are but 
ſhort, but our Crown eternal. The Thought 
that we muſt ſoon leave this World, abftratt- 
ed from all Regards for Futurity, is indeed fo 
far from being zoyous, that it is painful to hu- 
man Nature. A ſtrong Love of Life is im- 
llanted within us for the 2w7/e/# Purpoſe. Were 
it not for this »/ſeful Paſſion, wou'd not eve 
little Ruffle orDiſappointment in ourAfﬀairs, lead 
us to ruſb into Eternity, thoughtleſs of the Conſe- 
quence, as the Horſe ruſbes into Battle: But tho? 
Death, abſtractęaly confider'd, has but a dark and 
a gloomy Viſage, yet conſider it as a Tranflation 
to a better World ; and will not that View of 
it /often its Features, and reconcile us to its 
awful Stroke? Are we then expos'd to Sorrows 
and Sufferings in our Warfare? But ſhould not 
this bear us up under them, that they'll be ſoon 
at an end; that the Day of our Redemption from 
them draweth nigh? We now fight againſt Sin, 
but it is but a little while ere we ſhall obtain 
perfect Victory and Triumph: We now fight 
againſt all our fpiritual Enemies, but if we are 
juſt to ourſelves, ' we ſhall ſhortly ſecure a glo- 
rious and immortal Conqueſt ; And O ſhall 


we 


(20) 
we not be active in our Duty, whilſt we have 
ſo noble and exalted a Proſpect in, Reverſion! 
Here we (endure Hardſhips and Trials: Our 
Bodies are oft in Pain; our Minds in Anguiſh; 
but the dark Scene will ſoon expire; and the 
ſharper our Afflictions, the more ſpeedily ſhall 


we end them. On Earth, the good Man is 


Conqueror over all his Enemies, but ſhall he 
not be more than Conqueror over them in 
Heaven? On Eartbwe fight in a Field of Troubles, 


but in Heaven ſhall we not reign in Glory! On 
Earth we are in the Seat of War ; but is not 


the World above the Region of Peace and Tri- 
umph, of ineffable Peace and everlaſting Tri- 
umph? Is Death then ar te Door, and ſhall 
not we be active in our Warfare, when Eter- 
nity, an unchangeable Eternity depends on the 
Iſſue? A wrong Step here, we mult feel the 
Conſequences of far ever : Judge then of your- 
ſelves, whether it be preferable, that we ſhould 
fight againſt our Corruptions, of fall a Sacri- 
fice to them? Whether it be better to ſave our 


Souls by our Fortitude and Magnanimity, or 


to ſuffer them to periſh by our own Sloth and 
Folly ? Whether it be not more eligible to frive 
here for Victory, than to ſuffer hereafter an E- 


ternity of Bondage: Cbains of Darkneſs and 


Floods of everlaſting Wee ! Exert thyſelf Oh 


my Soul! to —— a Conqueſt over "Sin and 


Fell, and then where will be the Sting of Death, 
the Terror of the Deſolating Grave? Will not 


Death ſound thee a Foyful Retreat. from an Ene- 


my's Country ? Will it not call thee from the 
of Field 
ie 
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(21) 
Field where the Arrows of Temptation fly fo 
thick? Will it not tranſlate thee to yor bl:sful 
Immortality, where there are no bleeding and 
dying Groans to be heard, no wounded Conſci- 
ences, no diſtracting Fears or Cares, where no- 
thing ſhall be heard but the raviſbing Voice of 
Triumph and everlaſting Joy ? ts 
. To animate us with Fortitude in the 

Chriſtian Warfare, let us remember that Vic- 
tory is ſure. What an Encoutagement is it 
to fight a good Fight, when we may be aſſur'd 
of Conqueſt, as ſoon as our Conflict begins? 
What Pains will the Children of this World, as 
already obſerv'd, take; what Hazards will they 
run, merely upon a probable Proſpect of amaſſing 
together, a few Heaps of tranſitory and periſh- 
ing Treaſure? And ſhall not the Children of 

Light, learn Wiſdom from their Folly, and ex- 
ert their utmoſt Strength and Zeal in working 
out their Salvation, when we are aſſur'd of Suc- 
ceſs in the great and glorious Enterprize ? The 
Man that is true to himſelf, that makes Reli- 
gion his Choice, the Law of God his Delight, 
the Example of the Son of God his Pattern, that 
fears God, not out of a laviſh and ſuperſtitious 
Awe, but out of a rational Concern leaſt he 
ſhou'd offend ſo kind a Friend, or forfeit the 
Favour of the beſt of all Beings : The Man that 
js ſerenely virtuous, elegantly wile, that perſe- 

veres in well-doing, as knowing that in due 

time he fhall reap if he faint not: This is the 
Man that will baffle all the Powers of Darkneſs, 
blaſt their Malice and confound their Rage“ 
GS This 


(22) 
This i js the Man that walks triumphantly to; 


wards his Grave, and has nothing to fear from 


Death and Hell! Victory is ſure, Exert thy- 
ſelf then, Ob my Soul] Work whilſt it is Day, 
improve; the preſent Seaſons to train thyſelf up 
for everlaſting Bleſſedneſs; for remember, that, 


like. the Tide that paſſeth, or the Shadow that 


fies, if once 8 are gone for ever! 
But. to apply the whole. 


1. Reflection. How dreadful. the Caſe of 


As 0a who inſtead of fighting the good Fight 
of Faith, are carrying on an Inſurrection againſt 
Heaven. You that tranſgreſs God's Law, vio- 
late bis Authority, and invade the Rights of his 
Sovereignty, deſpiſe his Vengeance and ſpurn at 
his Love; think you to outbrave Omnipotence, 
and mock the Terrors of divine Wrath, or do 
ou buoy yourſelves up with the Hopes of a 
appy Futurity, whilſt you walk in the Paths 
that lead down to Deſtruction; be not deceiv'd, 


God will not be mocked, whatſoever a Man 12 


eib tbat alſo (ball he reap: You that quench the 


| Motions. of the good- Spirit of God, that ſtifle 


the Convictions of that ſacred Monitor-Conſci- 
ence, that are deaf to its Alarms, and barren 
of all good Works in a Goſpel, in a Proteflant 
Land; know you not that woe to him that Ariv- 
eth wi ith. bis Mater. 

Lou that repine at the Allotments of Provi- 
dence, are never eaſy and content though ſur- 
rounded with innumerable Bleflings : You that 
like- the "Bu 


being: grateful to 9 for the Plenty which 
7” 
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uſbandman in the Fable inſtead of 
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(23) 
he ſends, murmnr at the Weather he diſpen- 
ſes: Are not you contending with the Almigh- 
"BE And will not the Lord for theſe "Tg 
fely bring you to Judgement? 

100 that are incorrigible amidſt all the Vi- 

ſitations of Providence, whom Mercy will not 
draw, whom Afftietions will not drive; is not 
this fighting with both Hands againſt Heaven ? 
| Know you not that if one 6f the Arrows of the 
Allmighty's Wrath cannot pierce your Hearts, 
he has fen thouſand more in his Quiver ? Know- 
eft thou not, O Sinner] that he can hurl down 
all the Artillery of his Vengeance to _— 
thee ? 
2. Is there a Crown of everlaſting Righteou 5 
refs, laid up for thoſe who .f . a good Fight, 
fiſh their Courſe well, and the Faith; 
ther let us improve the Bause e of thoſe who 
Have thus finiſfrd their Courſe, fo as to quieken 
our Preparations for our own Change. 

- Our Fathers, that are dead before us, where 
ave they They are, where we thall never be, 
if we forsake the God of our Fathers —— 
in the Regions where everlaſting Love and 
e dwelleth, fnging praiſes to him 

Hat fitteth on the Throne and to the Lamb for 
ever and ever : Be now then, Followers of 
thoſe who thro' Faith and Patience have inhe- 
rited the Promiſe, that you may hereafter be 
Partakers of their Crown, Perfection, indeed, 

is a Plant that grows in no Clime but that of 
Heaven, We are to be Followers of Men, 
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E 2 therefore, 


8 
therefore, no further than they haye how Fol- 
lowers of Feſus. 

But to You the Members of this Aſembly 1 
addreſs myſelf, to You 1 appeal, what a fuperla- 
tively eminent Example of Piety and Goodneſs, 
had you ſet before you in your late worthy and 
excelient Paſtor. Now he has left us, the 
Voice of the ſolemn Providence is this, go You 
and do likewiſe, Retain a grateful Senſe of 
him, who for ſo many Years had. the Rule 


over you, who ſpoke to you the Word of God, 


swhoſe Faith follow, confudering the End of his 
Converſation. 

Shall I attempt to give you a Sketch of the 
great and good Man's Character, who is now 
gather'd to his Fathers: You'll ſurely expect 
me to do it; and I do it the more readily, as 
Lam animated thereto only by a Reverence for 
exalted Worth and Virtue: In doing it, I have 
no Man's Favour to court, much leſs have I a- 
ny one's Cenſure to dread, as 1 peak only to thoſe 
who knew him. 

You have lately heard, (1) that he ſet out 


into the World in the Days of Violence and 


Perſecution, In the early Scenes of Life he 
had to combat with the Demons of Church 
way i and Authority ; with the Rage of Bigo- 

try, and the Spirit of Impoſition: And ſoon af- 
ter the Rebellion in 15, when an Attempt was 


made of the ſame Nature with the preſent, 


to invade and ſacrifice our * eſtabliſh 
the 


(1) — 2 Sermon preach'd after the Interment of the Corps, 
by H, W nder, D. D. 


3 (25) 
the Government of a rabble Army, and the Wor- 


ſhip of rabble' Gods; to render a free People 


Slaves to the Slave of France and Rome, to the 
Puppet of France and Penfionary of Rome: Soon 
after this, the Zeal and Activity he had upon 


that Occaſion ſhewn in his Country's' Service ; 
his diſcovering the Seed Plots of that Rebelli- 


on, and giving the Government early Notice 
of the Schemes that were concerting to over- 


turn it, expos'd him to (1) a Profecution that 


rov'd as expenſive to him, as it was in itſelf 
aſe, diſhonourable and malicious. The Pamph- 


let which was pretended to be the Ground-work 


of this Proſecution, was an avowed Defence 
of the Right of private Judgment and the re- 


| ligious Liberties. of Mankind: (2) What Ac- 


ceptance it met within the World, appears from 
its having undergone three or four and twenty 


- Impreſſions : But tis none of my Deſign to give 


Memoirs of hisLife and Writings,'tis not impro- 
bable but ſome more able Hand may attempt it. 
You who attended his Miniſtry bear. witneſs, 


with what a ſacred Pathos, with what a charm- 


ing Seriouſneſs, he would plead Virtue and Re- 
ligion's Cauſe : As his Liſe was a living Ser. 
mon, ſo the Truths he inculcated upon others, 
how powerfully did they impreſs himſelf ? Did 
not your Hearts burn within you, ' when he 
painted to you the Amiableneſs of Religion ; 

8 repreſented 


a ( 1) As appears from an Afﬀidavit made, whereupon he ob. 
tain'd a Noli Proſequi. 


() Plain Dealing, or Seperation without Schiün, and Schiſm 
without Separation. a 


(26) 


repreſented the Dignity of your Nature; the 
Excellency of your Souls; when he di yd 
orld ? 
But tis not from more publick and ſolemn 
Scenes alone, that we are to form the Charac- 
ter of a Man; no, we may fee further into 
him in the Undre/s of Life, in the Courſe of 
free and ordinary Converſation. Here, F e- 
ver, Virtue is off her Guard; here, ever, 
Piety is apt to ſlumber: But you bear me wit- 
neſs, that your late reverend Paſtor, even in 
his moſt familiar and free Converſe, was chear- 
ful without Levity ; ſober without Enthufi- 
aſm; ambitious of being - uſeful to the World, 
without vain. Glory and Oftentation : Nay, 
you H further bear me witneſs, that inſtead of 
making Riches his Jdol, and robbing the Poor 
to entich his Family, tho' a moſt. fender and 
affettionate Parent, his Regards for his own Fa- 
miiy were: but fmall, in Compariſon of. the Be- 
nevolence he ſhew'd towards the great Family 


the awful Views of the future, eternal 


of Mankind: From the whole of his Conduct 
it appears, that he look d upon ſordid and pe- 
nuriaus Wealth, as ſo much maſly Oar. tranſ- 
ferr d from one Mine to another, from the dark 
and deep: Hoards of the Earth, to the darker and 
deeper Hoards of Oppreſſion. His. Door and 
his Purſe were ever open to the diftreſs'd and 
indigent: His Houſe was an Alms-houſe ; he 


was' nobly prodigal in doing good : Eyes fo the 


Blind, Feet to the Lame; the Poor have loft 
a tender Friend; a Friend did I fay? I can 


ſcarce forbear ſaying, the Poor have loſt a 


thou- 


fand 
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(27) 
ſand Friends in the Death of the late Dr. Om- 
cn, Had he been as unhoſpitable and unbene- 
volent as many others, I wou'd not fay of his 
Brethren, for the Sons of Earth, wou'd nei- 
ther covet nor deſerve the Name ; but had he 
been as unhoſpitable and unbenevolent as many 
y others, he might have left his Offspring as 
mueanly and diſhonourably great, as magnificent- 
h wretched as theirs: But he had a Soul that 
: bravely diſdain'd to ffoop ſo low, as to riot in 
Pomp, whilſt the Poor lay ſtarving at his Gates! 
The Bread of Benevolence which he ſo plen- 
tifully diſpens'd, 'tis hop'd his Family will 
reap the Fruits of after many Days: May 
Heaven reward and bleſs them! 
% You. that are young, will not you bear wit- 
1 neſs, that your deceas d Paſtor, was the tender 
4 Guide and Guardian of Vouth; that he had an 
inexhauſtible Fund of Entertainment ; bring- 
ing forth out of his Treaſures, a rich Varie- 
ty of Things old and new, equally agreeable and 
inſtructive; that his Converſation had a ſpright- 
ly Sweetneſs in it; a peculiar Delicacy of Wit 
and Humour that irreſiſtibly engag'd you; and 
the very rever/e of moſt other beautiful Objects, 
the more familiar it grew, the more attrac- 
tive and charming; and that, whatſcever Com- 
pany he convets d with, a Gloom was never to 
ze ſeen amongſt them, untill-— the Hour that 
he died? 
You that are in Years, do you not antici- 
pate me in obſerving, that he was the faveer 
Companion of the we Nay once more, *. 
| | af 
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(23) 
of you wut bear me witneſs, that by his Ele- 
gance and Politeneſs of Behaviour, he was ca- 
pable to grace a Court, to fland before Kings; 
tho' like the /upreme Author of Nature, he 
delighted much to converſe with the lowly 
and humble ? 
As to his Knowledge, where is the Mine of 
Philoſophy into which he had not dug ? Where 
is the Country he had not travel d over in his 
Cloſet ? Where are the Worlds which he had 
not explor 4? And in what Regions ſhall we 
find the Language to which he was a 
Stranger? How juſt this Account, may be in 
ſome Meaſure inferr'd, from the extenſive Cor- 
reſpondence he had with the Learned, in fo- 
reign Nations as well as in his own. 

Thus adorn'd, and thus qualified, Heaven 
continu'd him to a good old Age and yet 
conſidering the Vigour of his Faculties, even 
in the latter Periods of Life, one wou'd be in- 
clin'd to ſay, that he was old in nothing but 
in Years and Goodneſs, To his laſt Illneſs he 
cou'd readily read the ſmalleſt Gree Charac- 
ters, without the Aſſiſtance of Glaſſes, the Ef- 
fe& no doubt in a great Meaſure of that Tem- 
perance, for which he was ſo remarkably diſ- 
tinguiſn de. 
To ſay no more, for how eafily might I ex- 
atiate, conſider him as the able Scholar, as 
the accompliſh'd Gentleman, as the refin'd Ge- 
nius, and to crown all, as the excellent Chrift:- 
an; and muſt we not confeſs, that he was a 
burning and ſhining Light in his Day, that he 


Was 


(29) 
Was a Star of the - jir/f Magnitude in the Fir- 
mament of the Church, that a great Man is fall- 
en in our Britiſo Iſrael? But being dead, he 


yet ſpeaketh ; ſpeaketh by the Inſtructions he 


gave his Flock, and the godlike Example he 
ſet them, as well as by the honourable Name 
he left behind him. 

May all of us ſo improve this Providence, 


mat we may meet our venerable Father, who 


has now left the World, with Foy in the great 
and ſolemn Day of the Lord. 
"Tis too tender a Scene for me to addreſs you 


the immediate Deſcendants of the deceas'd. I 


JSympathize in your Afflictions, and bear Part- 
nerfbip in your Sorrows, and can ſay no more, 
than that tho' you have loſt the beſt of Fa- 
thers, yet from our Netiens of the Deity, and 
from that Senſe of Honour and Virtue which 
ſubſiſts among Mankind, you may reſt aflur'd, 
that neither the God nor the Friends of your 
_ Father, will ever leave or forſake you. 

Are there any . preſent that are not ſtated 
Members of this Aſſembly, that are not Pro- 


teſtaut Diſſenters; learn from the great, the 


good Man, whole Body now lodges in the 
Dunſt ; to cheriſh a Spirit of univerſal Benevo- 
lence, and hate no Man for his Religion; ba- 


beads Oo ow. 


i "ont of your Hearts all Manner of Bigo- 
try and Uncharitableneſs ; baniſh out of Socie- 
ty all narrow invidious DittinQions. 

Tie Crown of everlaſting Righteouſneſs which 
God v.'1 beſtow on his Servants, is not con- 


fu u to the Members of one Church; to _ 
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$ ark Tiny, or that Commun ion; but to 


, hat forverChurthahoy belong to, or whit 
ever Place they worſhip in; to ail thoje'l ſay, 
ho love the Appearing of : the Lord Fefus. 


And if God be no Reſpecter of Persons, why 


ſotiid we? Why ſhould any little Differences 
of Opinion, any more than Differeges of bo- 
dily Features, eſtrange thoſe on Earth, who 
mall be 'Partakers of the ſame Crown and 


te ſame Happineſs in Heaven? 


To conclude, what I fay, 'I /ay ano all; when 
Others have left the World before us, let us 
make it our Buſineſs to ſupply their Room with 
Advantage, that hen we alſo come to leave 


this World, we may exchange it for a better, 
and leave all our Cares, Croſſes, — ant 


'Sorrrows -1 in it . us. 
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